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Publication process

The process seems simple, but it might take up to 18 months







Research article structure 



Article title



Title page



Highlights

3 – 5 (85 character each) bullet points

Avoid abbreviations

Short, concise and informative

Capture research novelty

Avoid words already in the title



Abstract

250 words (UJAS)

Concise and factual

Objective, methodology, results and conclusion

Avoid abbreviations unless defined

Last section of manuscript to be written

STAND-ALONE



Background

Background

▪ Short, concise and informative (1 paragraph)

▪ Clearly highlight the problem statement

▪ In-depth review of available literature

• Provides the scope of your research

• A summary of relevant literature/knowledge in the field 

and the underlying context

• Is typically structured from general information to 

narrow or focused ideas

• As informed by the identified topic

• It should be about 10% of the proposal



Problem statement

An overview description of a difficulty or lack that needs to be investigated

It should direct attention to: 

• The issues 

• Their causes 

• The gaps

• The impact they pose

It should ultimately identify potential solutions

• Reality vs desire

• Principle vs practice

Generalized 
problem 

• Focused research

• Careful decision-making

Targeted and 
well-defined 

problem 

Clearly 
informing 

the research 
purpose



Purpose & rationale

Justification

▪ Research novelty

▪ Contribution of the study to body of knowledge

▪ Outputs, outcomes and implications

Ask your

▪ What new knowledge does study generate or solve a problem? 

▪ Does the study fill the existing gaps?

▪ Who benefits from the study and how?

▪ How does the study advance understanding or influence policy? 

▪ How does the study resolve current controversies/complexities?



Objective

A clear statement of the specific purposes of the study (1 sentence)

▪ Identifies the key study variables and their possible interrelationships 

▪ Identifies nature of the population of interest

This is where you make the study tangible 

▪ Describing how you are going to go about it 



Research question

The specific study purpose is stated in the form of a question or statement

What is the primary question you are trying to solve? 

Articulating the essence of your study and its scope

It is usually 1 or 2 sentences 



Hypothesis

An intelligent guess of the research outcome

The specific study purpose is stated in terms of a tentative prediction

▪ Describes what you expect to happen 

A prediction of the answer to the research question

▪ Null hypothesis – Ho (No difference)

▪ Alternative hypothesis – H1/a (There is a difference)



Materials and methods

Research Ethics and regulatory approval

Mandatory to protect the rights and welfare of subjects involved

1

Research/ Experimental Design
Broad scope system guiding structural and experimental path

Experimental unit, replicates and pseudo

2

Population of Study

The complete demographic group or target subjects under analysis.

3

Area of Study

The geographic boundaries and ecological environment of the study.

4

Sample & Sampling
The protocols and techniques used to draw valid, unbiased sub-groups.

5

Instrumentation
Formulation of physical or conceptual tools for empirical capture

6

Administration
Deployment control & validation testing of instruments

Follow guidelines for analysis and reporting (% vs mg/100g

7

Methods of Data Analysis

The statistical models, tools, and logical reasoning for scientifically 

rigorous research outcomes.

8

Provide sufficient details for the reproducibility of the study



Results

Clear 

&

concise

Main trends

Align with 

objective

Tables 

&

Figures

Strictly describes results. Do not discuss results



Discussion

Do not repeat results



Conclusion



Acknowledgements



Referencing



Types of review article



Review article Structure

Follow the top-to-bottom flow



Plagiarism check



Pre-submission check
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